Mitchell

He was much interested in civic affairs and
in movements for human betterment. He was
a member of the Hartford board of park com-
missioners for thirteen years and served as presi-
dent of the board twice. He was president of
the Hartford Council of Churches for sixteen
years and a director of the Charity Organization
Society and of the Horace Bushnell Memorial.
He was active in the removal of conditions pro-
ducing- vice and in the promotion of temperance.
He wrote and worked in behalf of international
peace. In the merger of the Congregational and
Christian denominations he played an important
part, and he was eager to promote church unity
wherever opportunity was presented. For many
years he was a trustee of Marietta College.

On Jan. 20, 1887, he married Hetty Marquand
Enos of Brooklyn, N. Y. ; three children were
born to them. He died as the result of a heart
attack and was buried in Hartford.

Who's Who in America, 1934-35; N. Y. Times,
Oct. 6, 1934; Hartford Courant, Oct. 6, 1934; Ad-
vance, Nov. 22, 1934; N. G. Osborn, Men of Mark
in Conn, vol. I (1906); C. M. Geer, The Hartford
Theological Seminary, 1834-1934 (1934) ; Cat. of Of-
ficers and Alumni of Marietta Coll., 1835-1901 (1901) ;
Alumni Cat. of the Union Theological Seminary

ELBEET C.

MITCHELL, LANGDON ELWYN (Feb.
17, i862-Oct. 21, 1935), playwright, poet, uni-
versity professor, was born in Philadelphia, Pa.,
the son of Dr. Silas Weir Mitchell [g.^] and
Mary Middleton Elwyn. His grandfather was
John Kearsley Mitchell [q.v.~\r a well-known
physician. Langdon Mitchell was educated at
St. Paul's School, Concord, N. H., and, after
three years1 study abroad, studied law at Har-
vard and Columbia universities and was admit-
ted to the New York bar in 1886. Although he
had been among the leaders of his class at Har-
vard, he decided to devote himself to writing.
He published his first poetry and drama, begin-
ning in 1883, under the pen-name of John Philip
Varley. Sylvian (1885) was a tragedy, partly
in verse. His other early poetical work appeared
under the title of Poems (1894). A volume of
two novelettes, Love in the Backwoods, was
published in 1897. These reflected his experi-
ences on what was, in West Virginia at that
date, still frontier. He was a lifelong devotee
of the wilds, both in the United States and
abroad. In 1892 Mitchell married Marion Lea
of Philadelphia, who later created the part of
Vida Phillimore in The New York Idea. His
first successful play on the stage was Becky
Sharp, a dramatization of Thackeray's Vanity
Fair, produced first at the Fifth Avenue Theatre,
New York, Sept. 12, 1899, by Mrs. Fiske- It
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ran for tvvo years, was revived by Mrs. Fiske
ten years later, and again in 1930. So successful
indeed was it that an American imitation was
stopped by injunction, and two versions were
given in England during the season of 1901.
Mitchell's dramatization of his father's navel,
The Adventures of Frangois, first played by
Henry E. Dixey in 1900 at the Park Theatre,
Philadelphia, was not successful, but his finest
play, The New York Idea, was first produced
by Mrs. Fiske at the L}TIC Theatre in New
York, Nov. 19, 1906, with a remarkable cast.
It is a satire on divorce and has taken its place
as the best social comedy produced during the
early twentieth century. Under the name of
Jonathans Techier, The New York Idea was
translated into German and played at the Kam-
merspiel Theatre, Berlin, under the direction of
Max Reinhardt, Get 7, 1916. It was also trans-
lated into Danish, Swedish, and Hungarian.
On Oct ii, 1916, Mitchell's dramatization of
Thackeray's Pendcmris was staged at Atlantic
City, N. J., with John Drew in the leading part
of Major Pendennis. After a satisfactory try-
out, it was taken to New York City. Among
Mitchell's other plays were The New Marriage,
which Mrs. Fiske produced in 1911 and which
was not successful but had a very good first act,
and his translation from the Yiddish of Jacob
Gordin, The Kreutcer Sonata (Lyric Thea-
tre, New York, Sept. 10, 1906). In 1927 Mitch-
ell published a critical work, Understanding
America.

Mitchell lectured on English literature at the
George Washington University, for two years
(1918-20). In 1928 the University of Penn-
sylvania invited him to be one of five leading
playwrights to inaugurate lectures on the drama
from a practical point of view, and this engage-
ment led to his appointment as the first professor
of playwriting at the university. He conducted
courses with great success in this field for two
years but owing to personal reasons had to re-
sign in 1930. His interest in the theatre never
flagged, and he was constantly revising the work
of others as well as writing original plays. He
published only one play, The New York Idea
(1908), although Becky Sharp was posthu-
mously published. Mitchell died of nephritis in
Philadelphia in 1935, leaving in addition to his
widow three children, Weir, Helena Mary Lang-
don, and Susanna Valentine,

Langdon Mitchell possessed a charming per-
sonality and, contrary to the opinion of
wte knew him superficially, was a man
industry.  As was natural for the scat of
Mitcfeeil, his standards were high* aai he istt
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